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John F Kennedy Inaugural Speech
Question 1
John Kennedy speech is considered as one of the best inaugural speeches to have been made. The speech was made against the backdrop of the cold war and thus sought to address the position of America in terms of the war and the future going forward. One of the ideals that were fronted by his speech was peace (Colman, 2018). Kennedy saw the aspect of peace as an important one due to the effects of the cold war and the disruption of trade and economic activities. He sought to spread the message of peace as an instrument of prosperity in the world. Another important ideal was a strong foreign policy. He believed in the ideals of a foreign policy that will be critical in bringing of peace both in the country and the world. Americans had also suffered due to the war that was going on and as such, there was a need to have a change in the policy they had. The ideals of service to others and personal accountability also featured in his speech.
Question 2
Kennedy never mentioned the rival nation that he kept referring to in his speech, but it was evidently clear that the nation was the Soviet Union. The Soviet Union and the United States had been at loggerheads in terms of conquering territories and the spread of communism and capitalism. The Soviet Union had aggressively managed to spread its communism nature to several countries and this was threatening the capitalist nature advanced by the US. In his speech, he sought to motivate his countrymen in regards to the fight that they had and the manner in which he would be able to deal with it (Colman, 2018). The message from his speech was that the United States was not going to allow the Soviet Union to promote its ideals and would do everything possible to ensure that this is achieved. The Soviet Union had in many occasions threatened the US and thus the speech was used to warn them of impending consequences in case they tried to confront the Americans.
Question 3
The citizens of the world that John Kennedy invited to join him refers to the rest of the people in the world who are not Americans. In his speech, he had addressed the American citizens at length and sought to expand the message that he had to the rest of the world. He is, therefore, referring to the citizens of other countries who may be sharing the ideals that the American people had. This was important as they would be able to resonate well with the message that he had and thus ensure that the ideals that he fronted are achieved. The rest of the world must engage with the American citizens in terms of the beliefs and ideas that they have for them to be fellow citizens of Americans in the post-war world (Hurley, 2018). They had already witnessed the damage that war had caused and thus the process of rebuilding required the cooperation of everyone, including those that are not American citizens. Thus they could only be considered as fellow American citizens if they shred the values that the Americans had.
Question 4
The speech that he made was so important because it encompassed the major themes that he advanced during his campaigns and which would be used to define his presidency. The speech touched on the way forward in terms of economic prosperity that was critical considering the slowdown in economy as a result of the wars that they were engaged in (Colman, 2018). He also dwelled on diplomatic changes which the country had to take for them to maintain their status as a superpower. The country had also lost the war in Vietnam, which meant that they had to relook at the strategies they had and the polies that were in place. It was also important in assuring the country and the world of a new approach in handling issues by his administration
Question 5
John Kennedy used the words ask not in his inaugural address to communicate an important message to the people of America. In choosing to use these words, Kennedy was simply a rallying call to the rests of the country members to do what they think is right for the development of the country rather. He encouraged the citizens to ask not what the country can do for them but to as what they can do for the country (Hurley, 2018). John Kennedy wanted all of the people to contribute in developing the country rather than the work being left to only a few individuals. He, therefore, set to challenge all of the American people to undertake activities that would boost the growth of the country and not wait for that government or any other person for that matter.
Question 6
John F. Kennedy and Barrack Obama’s inaugural speeches compare in some ways. The two speeches were centered on the challenges that the country was facing and thus sought to pass a message of hope to the people. Kennedy’s speech was coming against the backdrop of the cold war, while Obama’s speech was after the war in Iraq. The inaugural speeches of the two leaders also compared in the sense that they both advocated for a wind of change and equality for all people. Obama used the slogan “Yes We Can” while Kennedy used the slogan “we can do better”. The meaning and choice of the words are similar and sought to include everyone in the country on the change that was about to happen. Another comparison is that the speeches believed in the full cooperation of all the American citizens for them to achieve their dreams (Harandi & Jahantigh, 2017). The speeches were crafted in such a manner as to rally the people to contribute to the national development as opposed to it being left to the government. The difference present in the two speeches is the fact that Kennedy sought to address the world, while Obama focused on America. Kennedy’s speech sought to repair America and the world and went to the extent of inviting other citizens to be American citizens while Obama focused on restoring the pride of America after the policies of bush administration that had created animosity in the country and the world.
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